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If you go anywhere in Marshall with Bill Swope, you will run into former students he’s 
had. “That’s one of mine,” he’ll tell you. He takes pride in his educational career, and the 
students who have grown up to be successes in any number of professional fields. 

He is the consummate educator, and has spent his career in the service of students, and 
education. 

For seven years, he was the executive director of the Pride in the Tiger Foundation. 
And that was after he retired from a distinguished career as an elementary school 
administrator in the Marshall Public Schools. 

He spent 34 years as an elementary school principal, 28 of those in the Marshall Public 
Schools. 

He has an elementary education degree from Concordia University in St. Paul. He’s 
completed all coursework for a doctorate in educational administration at the University of 
Minnesota. “I have an EBD degree,” he joked. “Everything But the Dissertation.” 

He taught four years in the inner city of St. Paul after graduation. He then came to 
Marshall, and worked for two years as the director of the Teacher Center for the 
Southwest/West Central Service Cooperative. After that, he was approached about a 
position within the Marshall Public Schools. 

He was originally going to be a Lutheran minister, he said, but he had difficulty with 
some of the theology of that specific synod. He turned to education. 

“I’ve always liked kids,” he said.  
He was principal at Atwater High School from 1973-78, then went to pursue his Ph.D. 

He took the position at the SW/WC Service Cooperative, and through those connections, 
was recruited to apply for an elementary principal position within the Marshall Public 
Schools. He was principal at one, or more, of Marshall’s public elementary schools over the 
years: East Side, Parkside and West Side. 

He retired in 2008, but that didn’t last long. He served a year as part-time elementary 
principal in Hendricks, and about the same time, was recruited to be the executive director 
of the Pride in the Tiger Foundation, which raises scholarship dollars for graduating MHS 
seniors and supports worthwhile initiatives in Marshall schools, public and parochial. He 
served in that capacity for seven years. 

Most recently, he was elected to the Marshall School Board. 
Bill has seen education change over the years in terms of district and state 

expectations, and how technology has changed students and the way they learn. He’s also 
learned to accept the inevitable intrusion of politics into the educational system, something 
he does not miss.  

He’s been an administrator during a period of technological advances not even 
dreamed of 30 years ago, and feels that, through it all, students learn, teachers teach and 
parents, and communities, support. 

He believes that Marshall schools — public and private — prepare students for college, 
and life, success. “We’re blessed to have choices in Marshall,” he said. “I talk to parents of 
our graduates. Our kids who go off to college, and they are ready for college.” 

Bill’s outgoing personality has earned him many friends within the region, and the 
educational community of Minnesota. He’s quick to deflect accolades, and instead, gives the 



credit to the teachers, students and community members. For him, it truly does take a 
village to raise a child. 

Bill has two children, Andy (and Lisa) Minneapolis; and Krista (and Dave) Verkinderen, 
Lynd. He has four grandchildren. 

“I’ve been blessed to have the career I’ve been in. I’ve loved it all my life,” he said. 
 


